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When the Chicken are hatch’d, they put them into the
lower Ovens, whichare covered with Mats. Under the Marts
is Bran, to dry the Chicken: and upon the Mats,Straw, for the
Chicken to ftand upon,

The Ground-plot of the Houfe and Ovens is delineated ac-
cordingto Ffg. 1. 46 A longentrance: oneach fide of which
are fourteen Ovens (fome places have more, fome lefs.) The
bottoms and fides of thofe Ovens whichare onthe ground, are
all made of Sun-dry’d Bricks ; upon which they put Mats,
and on the Mats the Eggs.

Thetop of thefe Ovens are flat y and covered with fticks,
except two long Spaces which are made of Sun-dry*d Bricks ;
and are the Hearths above-mentioned, in which the fires are
made, to heat the Eggs lying under them in the lower Ovens.

Above thefe lower Ovens are fo many other, made of Sun-
dry’d Bricks, and arched at the top, Where alfo there are
fome holes, which are ftop’d with Tow, &c. or left upen, as
they pleafe to govern the heat in the Ovens below.

The Plant of the upper Oven is according to Fig. 2.

a The Mouth of the Oven, opening vpon the long entrance
4 b above mentioned,

b and ¢ Entrances into the Overfs adjoyning.

d e Two Hearths three or four Inchesdeep , in which they
make the fire, to heat thisand the Oven below.

The depth of the Jower Ovenis about 2 foot Emglifb. The
fecond, above four,

A Relation concerning Barnacles, by Sr. Robert Moray, lately
oneof his Majefies Gouncil for the Kingdomof Scotland.

N the Weftern Iflands ot Scotland much of the Timber,

wherewith the Common people build their Houfes, isfuch

as the Weft- Ocean throws upon their Shores. The moft ordi-

nary Treesare Firr and 4fh. They are vfually very large, and

without branches 3 which feem rather to have been broken or

wornoff, thancut: and are fo Weather-beaten, that there is

no Bark left upon them, efpecially the Firrs, Being in the

Iland of Eaff, I fawlying upon the fhore a cut of a large
Firr-tree of about 23 foot diameter, and 9 or 10 foot long ;
which had lain {o long out of the water, that it was very dry :
And moft of the Shells, that had formerly cover'd it, were

worn.
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worn or rubb’d off. Only on the parts that lay next the ground,
there {ill hung wnlutudes of little Shells; having within
them little Birds perfedly fhap’d, fuppofed to be Bar-
nacles.

The Shells hung very thick and clofe one by another , and
wereof different fizes.Of the colour and confiftence of Maufele-
Shells, and the fides or joyn's of them joyned with fucha kind
of film as Magfele-Shellsare; which ferves them for a Hing to
move upon, when they open and fhut.

The Figure of the Barnacle-Shell is here repre-

¥ See Fig.3. fented *. »Tis thin about the edges, and about

half as thick as broad, Every one of the Shells

bath fome crofs Seams or Sutures, which,as I remember, di-

vide it into five parts, near about the manner as in the Figure.

Thefe parts are faftened one to another, with fuchafiimas
Mufele-Shells are,

Thefe Skells hang at the Tree by a Neck longer than the
Shell, Of akind of Filmy fubftance, round,and hollow, and
creaffed, not unlike the Wind-pipe of a Chicken; fpreading
out broadeft where it is faftened to the Tree, from whichit
feems to draw and convey the matrer which ferves for the
growth and vegeration of the Shell and the little Bird within
1t

This Bird inevery Shell that T opened, as well the leaft as
thebiggeft, I fouad fo curioufly and compleatly formed, that
there appeared goihing wanting, as to the external parts, for
making upa perfe@ Sea-Fowl: every lictle part appearing fo
dillin&ly, that che whoie looked like a large Bird feen through
a concave or diminifhing Glaf5 , colour and feature being eve-
ry where fo clear and neat. The litdle Bill like tharof a
Goofe, the Eyes marked, the Head, Neck, Breaft, Wings,
Tailand Feet formed, the Fcathers every where perfeltly
fhapd, and blackifh colour'd ; and the Feet like thofe of o-
ther Water-foul, to my beft remembrance.  All being dead
and dry, I did not look after the Inward partsof them. Bue
having nipt off and broken a greac many of them, I carried
about 20 or 24 away with me. The biggeft I found upon
the Tree, was but about the fize of the Figure here reprefent-
ingthem. Nordid I ever fee any of the little Birds alive,
not et with any body that did. Oaly fome credible ;;er-

ons



( 927 )

fons have affured me, they have feen fome as big as ticir
fitt,

A Defeription of #e Ifland Hivtas commmnicared alfo by S,
Robert Moray.

I RT4 lies, from Swod in Skye-1land, Weft and by
‘ North. From the neareft Land to it in the Hereifech
(from whence people ordinarily take Beat) it lies due Weft
and is about 50 miles from the neareft Land,

There are three Iflands together, Hirta, Soa, and Burra;
but Hirsz only is inhabited. The other two are excellent
Pafturage for Sheep: every Sheep there having two Lambs
every year,

In Burra there is no landing, but to the Men of Hirtaonly,
in regard of the difficulty thereof; there being but about a
foot broad of Landing-place, and thatonly to be attempted
when the Boat rifes. For their ordinary way is, when they
come near the Rock, they turn the Boat and fet the fide to
the Shore, twomen, one at eachend of the Boat, with two
long Poles keeping it off, that the Waves dath it not fo vio-
lently againft ehe Rock, whenict rifes ; at which time only the
Fellow, who is to land, makes his attempt, [ he wifs his
Landing-place he falls into the Sea ; and the reft of the people
hale himaboard ; he having before a finall Rope faften’d about
his middle to prevent that danger, Butwhen he fafely lands,
(which they feldom mifs to do) the reft of his Fellows fand
one by one: except fo many as they leave to attend their litele
Boat, which ordinarily is of fix Oars,

If there be any Strangers, ( as many go from the neaveft
1flands in Summer) they muft be tied about the middle with a
ftrong Rope; and when the men of ‘Hirta have climb’d up to
the topof the Rock (which is above twenty four Fathous,
before they fet their foot ongrafs) they hale up the Strangers
to them with the Ropes.. When they have gathered as wany
Eggsy and kill’d asmany Fowls as will load their Boat; they
lower all in the Boar, and the ableft Fellow is always lefc Leé-
bind ; who, having none to help him,; muft throw himfelf ‘intc
the Sea, and fo recover the Boat, This Burra lies fronr Hirts
about fix miles Northward.
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